Kawhatau circuit notes – phyn’s airstrip
Landing in hilly terrain requires awareness of the strip slope and low level wind flows. Winds in the Kawhatau valley are generally light, but must be taken into account. It is recommended to set your altimeter to 2000ft before takeoff (actual airstrip height at the eastern end is about 1950ft). Join downwind at 1000ft agl (3000ft ind.).

The airstrip vectors are 06/24. The total strip length is about 600 metres with about 3% slope (western end is about 60ft lower than eastern end). Most takeoffs are toward the west, down slope on 24. Landings are in the opposite direction on 06; up to 10-12kt tail wind presents no problems and ground roll is shortened by the upslope. Treat the strip as busy at all times – circuit frequency 134.45; call sign “Kawhatau traffic”. Because landings are on 06 and takeoffs on 24, a careful radio and visual watch is needed.
Circuits are always on the north side as the strip is obscured by the hill on its south side.
The alternative landing strip (if Phyn’s is obstructed) is on the lower terrace (approx. 100ft lower) just to the left of Phyn’s, almost parallel. Ask to be shown where this alternative strip is in relation to the main strip before going flying.
Westerly/Northwesterly light winds:
Allow plenty of height and distance in the circuit. There may be sink & turbulence off the ridge adjacent to the downwind leg. The final approach should appear slightly on the high side due to the slope of the strip. Keep speed down on the Final approach (50-55kt is recommended) as there will be a tail wind component.
Easterly/southeasterly winds (10kt or more):
Expect ridge lift on the downwind leg. It is better to extend the downwind than to use airbrake to offset the lift (unless climbing above 1000ft agl). A long, high final at about 55-60kt is recommended. The east wind flows around the hill on the south side of the strip and flows down the slope near the 06 threshold to the lower terrace, producing strong sink (and some turbulence) on short final. Anticipate this sink as it can catch you unawares at low level !!
Moderate westerly winds (more than 10-12 kt)

Stronger winds in the valley are unusual; if so a decision on landing direction will be made on the day and revised if the wind abates. Kawhatau Base radio should be able to advise gliders returning. If the surface wind is westerly at 12kt or more, a left hand circuit on to 06 should be made. Be prepared for sink off the 06 threshold slope when on very short final.
Parking of cars, gliders & glider trailers is on the south side, keeping well clear of the active vector. The north side is kept clear for tow rope drops. Aim for a landing run well clear of the trailers etc. If more than one glider is on circuit, try to land either to one side or roll well up the strip to make room for the following glider(s).
Radio calls, towplane.

Please keep calls to a minimum – there may be numerous gliders in the area

example

[KT = Kawhatau Traffic]

Takeoff

KT – CIG lining up on 24, glider tow

KT – CIG rolling 24 glider on tow, (left/right turn after takeoff)
Landing

KT – CIG on 24 approach – rope drop

CIG left base 06// left turn onto 06 (refers to circling approach on the airstrip diagram after dropping the rope prior to landing)
